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by PHOGMOGRAPHY

96 pictures
1 book

48 locations in Hasselt
at least 1 exhibition

The Project

The Photographer

AWKWARD is an artistic photo project and exhibition, featuring 96 images made 
in Hasselt. Each of the 48 staged scenes is paired with a portrait of the main character, 
exploring the theme of loneliness in a crowd—that familiar urge to just go home.

Inspired by Gregory Crewdson, Helmut Newton, Erwin Olaf, and Alec Dawson, the series 
delves into social alienation and how we position ourselves in a world that often feels 
misaligned with who we are.
The cinematic images contrast surreal social situations with intimate portraits, The cinematic images contrast surreal social situations with intimate portraits, 
revealing the emotional gap between inner experience and outward appearance.

AWKWARD invites the viewer to reflect on discomfort, distance, and connection. 
Those who see themselves in these images are not alone.

WWW.PHOGM.BE

Miel Noelanders is a Hasselt-based photographer from Belgium.
After studying photography at art school, Miel spent over two decades exploring the medium through 
diverse personal and commissioned projects. Over the years, they gradually built a collection of high-end 
equipment, honing both technical skill and artistic vision. 

Now, with a deep reservoir of experience and a clear creative voice, Miel is taking a bold step forward. Now, with a deep reservoir of experience and a clear creative voice, Miel is taking a bold step forward. 
Their latest work — a large-scale, conceptual photography project — marks a turning point: an ambitious 
attempt to leave a lasting mark. The project will culminate in a fine art book and a public exhibition, 
showcasing a body of work that is both intimate and visually striking.


